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Alexander Gwanvalla
National Coordinator of Global 
Network of Religions For Children

Alexander Gwanvalla is a respected and 
inspirational team leader known for his 
passion for children and the environment. 
He has achieved recognition through 
community collaboration and consultation, 

leading to successful initiatives such as planting bee-friendly and 
fruit trees, promoting organic farming, and climate education. His 
impactful phrases include "Restore the environment and improve 
lives" and "Community of practice."

Franciso Vera
Latin America and the Caribbean 
Youth Advocate  

Francisco is a 14-year-old activist and 
defender of the right to a healthy 
environment and has dedicated himself to 
education for years through the group
 “Guardians for Life”. Thanks to his 

presence on social media and engagement with a virtual environ-
mental activism programme and a network of schools, Francisco 
amplifies his fight for climate action, children’s rights, climate 
justice and human rights.

Sandrine Valentin
Echo-School leader 

Sandrine is an Eco-School Leader at Mont 
Fleuri Secondary in Seychelles and 
Regional Eco-School Leader, passionately 
educates youth about nature and 
conservation through holiday camp 

programs. Her efforts have led to notable achievements, including 
winning the Eco-School Award and being named the best regional 
leader. Committed to promoting Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), her school secured the top spot in Seychelles for the 
Eco-School Award 2022.

Sharon M. Frederic
Teacher - Ministry of Education

With 24 years in the Ministry of Education, 
Miss Sharon, originally a nurse, excelled as 
a counselor at Anse Boileau Primary 
School. Progressing to roles at Belonie 
Secondary School, including Head of Year, 

she holds an advanced diploma in educational leadership and 
certifications in Know about Business and Ethics Education.
A celebrated Seychellois teacher, she actively contributes to local 
and international educational initiatives through committee 
involvement.

Mrs. Patricia Furtado
Sports Manager - Bombay
Scottish School

Patricia Furtado, a seasoned hockey player 
from Central Railway, Mumbai, later served 
as the Sports Manager at Bombay Scottish 
School, Mahim. With a background in 
education as a Trustee for St. Catherine of 

Siena School and Orphanage, and for Divya Darshan, she advoca-
tes for sports, emphasizing teamwork and joy in playing, particular-
ly among street kids. Patricia's commitment extends to environ-
mental causes, leading eco drives at St. Catherine's and inspiring 
youth to contribute to saving the Earth and its seas.

Laura Molnar
President of Education for 
Change

Laura Molnar began collaborating with 
Arigatou International in 2010 as the 
GNRC Romania coordinator and LTLT 
trainer. She conducted workshops for 
teachers, youth, and specialists in various 

countries. Laura has since focused on implementing educational 
programs in Romanian schools, resulting in reduced discrimination 
and violence among children. Her efforts empower students to 
positively engage with diverse backgrounds, fostering proactive 
agents of change in their schools and communities.

Muskaan Bateeja
Volunteer - Shanti Ashram

Muskaan is a 12th grader at Yuvabharathi 
Public School in Coimbatore, is passionate 
about singing and dancing. Inspired by Ted 
Talks, she values social interactions and 
motivation. As a volunteer at Shanti 
Ashram and a member of EVAC LAB, 

Muskaan actively participates in service outreach programs. She 
aspires to become a motivational speaker, drawing strength from 
spiritual texts and shaping her path toward positive change. 
Grateful for her experiences at Shanti Ashram, Muskaan considers 
it an invaluable source that has shaped her journey.

Chimayan
Child Representative - Shanti 
Ashram

Chinmayan is an eleven-year-old 6th 
grader in Chennai, is passionate about 
literature, fine arts, and community 
engagement. Despite attending multiple 
schools due to his father's government 

service, he finds value in the diverse experiences. Aspiring to be a 
published author, he excels in theatre and draws inspiration from a 
visit to Shanthi Ashram and the Mahatma Gandhi Museum. Today, 
he eagerly discusses "Peace and a Violence-Free Society" with the 
audience.
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