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Violence against Children

End Child Marriage i

Formally the conference on Violence against Children
started at 10: 00 AM. The program was organized by
Youth Society for Peace (YSP) Nepal on the occasion
of Day of Prayer and Action for Children (DPAC).
The chief guest and the coordinator of Global Network
of Religions for Children (GNRC) Nepal Guru
Chintamani Yogi was the main speaker and other guests
Mr Vishnu Bhakta Dangi, principal of Hindu
Vidyapeeth-Nepal Central, Mr David Westley and
Emily from UK, Mrs Indu Kattel from Nepal Bal
Mandir, Mr Yuvraj Bhandari from Saathi Senior
Girls, Mr Bikki BK and Bhuwan Kumari Khanal from
Esther Benjamins Memorial Foundation were seated on
the dais when each student representative from
various orphanages and faith (mainly Buddhist,
Christian, Hindu and Muslim) illuminated the peace
light as a symbol of world peace for the children of the
world. At the same time Guru Chintamani Yogi along
with the children and guests prayed for the world
peace and for the well being of children of the globe.

The whole program was anchored and properly

handled by senior member of YSP Nepal
Mr Jagannath Kandel.

Organization participated
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After prayer Guru Chintamani Yogi gave a convincing speech |
for about an hour on violence and children. All children 4
actively participated when Mr Yogi asked children what g

they have understood when the word violence is uttered. All

the guest were mesmerized to listen to the children aged 9 )
to 18 when they shared their notion about violence from

physical, mental, social, verbal, torture, touch to men‘rion 5

few. Mr Yogi ended his speech with interfaith spiritual song; 3 ke

SRR i Yo and diSinBieiibeh Ut about truth, love, peace, selfless service and non-violence. QJ

At about 11: 30 AM, all, the 75 participants were divided

into four groups and the children named themselves as a.
““"“j“"’“‘“““t"?W:‘i-‘.::n il | Child Right, b. Unity, c. Peace and d. Om Sai Ram. Each
| group had facilitators from YSP Nepal and the teachers
from various schools. Each participant was requested to
speck down at least five points which can be implemented
properly to end all sets of violence against children. The

points noted by all the children were discussed in their own

group. In a group themselves they wrote their discussion
P12 on vigleneelaFETHISrey and outcome in a chart paper and chose 3 members to
present their discussion fo rest of the participants. After
discussion the 3 presenters presented the outcome with
rest of the participants and guests which was really
interesting. Just after this session there was break for
half an hour. Each child was served with a cup of milk tea

and lunch box as refreshment. Participants greatly enjoyed

the refreshment and once again became energetic and
enthusiastic for further sessions.

Visual on child issues was next session at 2: 30 PM. Two
videos were viewed here. The first video was on "Child
Marriage” prepared by United Nations. The video por‘fr‘ayeﬂj
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Next video was “"In Search of Protection.” This video
showed how well the security situation of child labour of
Nepal is. It revealed the fact that about 1.8 million
children are working as child labour. They shared how
they are forced to do heavy work for long hours, about ill
treatment of their masters and harassment by security
personal if complain is made. Right affer visual each
representative children promised to prepare a drama to
be acted back into their schools and organizations to

raise public awareness regarding violence against children

and anti child marriage.

The next session began at 3: 00 PM. It was from the
manual “Learning To Live Together” conducted by Mr
Kandel once again who had been well conducting the
program from the very beginning. After explaining the
work and the function of GNRC as well as speaking on the
topic "Understanding Self and Other and Transforming
the World Together” he requested to have a very
peaceful meditative time before starting to find about
oneself through My Life Tree (page 65 from LTLT
manual). Some of the children were noticed sharing what

they wanted to be at the end of the session.

Around 4: 30 PM closing session started with the slogans
and powerful tips given by Mr Yogi. Slogans such as

"Stop Violence against Children”

"We Want Peace and Love”

"We Are Future of Nation” was chanted by Mr Yogi

which was loudly and with zeal followed by all the children.
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Mrs Sanju Bhattarai representative from
UNICEF speaking to the children

Then one child from each organization / school came
in front to share his / her experiences of the day
and also committed to act in way possible to end
Bhattarai,

thanked

child marriage. Finally Mrs

from UNICEF Nepal

Sanju
representative
organizer, children and all the facilitators who
worked day in day out to make this day a impressive
success while whole nation was busy evaluating about

the national election for constituent assembly which
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has its own importance.
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Other Program to mark DPAC

Nov 20 Wednesday
B Around 25 youth gathered at Shanti Sewa
Ashram, Koteshwor and had a very wonderful
interaction on 'Violence against Children’ under
the close supervision of Guru Chintamani Yogi
organized by Youth Society for Peace Nepal.

B Creative work such as story writing, painting,
and poetry was organized at Hindu Vidyapeeth
Nepal school, Lalitpur after a brief discussion
with the students about violence against
children and child marriage.

Nov 21 Thursday
B Creative work at Hindu Vidyapeeth-Nepal
School, Dang and Children's Peace Home, Dang
was organized to mark DPAC.

Nov 22 Friday
B Amongst 70 adult from various walks of life

those who reside in Kathmandu Valley gathered
at Shanti Sewa Ashram where Peace Prayer
took place before starting the program and
Peace Light Lighting was also done with a hope
to have end child marriage in Nepal.

Y SP Nepal would like to especially thank
Mr Tarak Dhital, the executive director
of Center for Children's Welfare Board
Nepal who helped in coordinating to
inform and send enthusiastic children

from various Children's Home.
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Awareness raising slogans to end cth&marnage
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Facilitators / Volunteers

Bibek Yogi
Drona Dangi
Jagannath Kandel
Jeevan Shahi
Minkashi Yogi
Nilam Silwal
Sanju Shrestha
Shiva Chaudhary
Sujan BK

Trilok Sharma
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http://www.peaceservicenepal.org.np/
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Shabhana Sahin, a Muslim girl (second from left in pink Kurta) sharing her
dreams with friends [My Life Tree]

EVERY
CHILD

MATTERS!

Prepared by Youth Society for Peace Nepal

For further detail: http://www.dayvofprayerandaction.org/



http://www.dayofprayerandaction.org/

